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Course Description:

World History is a survey course consisting mostly of the western world.  The time period we will study spans from ancient Greek and Roman civilizations to present day.  We will focus upon political, economic, religious, and social changes that occurred over time and shaped the world we live in today.  A variety of methods will be utilized throughout the course to include class and small group discussions, note taking, essay writing, primary source document analysis, research projects, and role play.

Supplies Needed:

(the supplies listed below are necessities!)

Large 3-ring binder with labeled unit dividers and paper

Class Expectations:

· Respect – number one expectation in this classroom!

· Responsibility – your education is your responsibility.  Come prepared daily with textbook, binder, paper, and pencil.  Leave your “toys” (mp3 players, cell phones, etc.) in your locker.

· Be on time!  If you are tardy you must take an office detention.

· No profanity or phrases such as “shut up” or “sucks” will be permitted.

Bullying

The BVHS community fosters respect by promoting zero tolerance of bullying and harassment of any form.

Personal Electronic Devices

No electronic devices will be allowed in the classroom.  This includes but is not limited to cell phones, iPods, CD players, cameras, etc.  Everyone receives one warning the first day.  Following that warning:

· item will be confiscated for the remainder of the class period.

· item will be confiscated and given to administrator.

· item will be confiscated and you will receive an office referral.

Grading

Each assignment will be assigned a point value.  Grades throughout the semester are cumulative.  A cumulative final will be given at the end of each semester.  The final exam for each semester is worth 20% of your overall grade.
100-90 A

89-80 B

79-70 C

69-60 D

59-0 F

Attendance/Absences

It is highly important for you to be in class each day if you plan to be successful.  It is not always possible to replicate class time through make-up work. 

Make-up Work

· When an absence does occur, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the missed assignment/work.  Copies of most handouts may be found at: http://www4.bluevalleyk12.org/bvhs/mklopfenstein/WW_notes/wwnotes.htm
· Time allowed for make-up work will be consistent with school policy.

· If you miss the day before a test, you are still responsible for taking the test the day you return.  

· If you miss the day a project is due, you must turn the project in the day you return.
Late Work- All assignments are due at the beginning of the hour.  
Students who do not turn in work at the beginning of the period will be required to attend Overtime the same day to complete the assignment for 90% credit.

Students who can’t attend Overtime that day have 2 options:

·  Bring in the completed assignment the following day BEFORE class begins for 70% credit.  

· Attend overtime the second day and complete the assignment for 70% credit.

Other guidelines:

· Work MUST be completed in Overtime before the student can leave.  

· Students will receive consequences from the school administration for not attending Overtime.

Advantages of Overtime:

· Students receive more credit for late work.

· Students will complete homework in a timely fashion which will help them in class discussion, on tests and ultimately on the final exam.

· Students will not get overwhelmed with a long list of missing assignments.

If missing and late assignments become a trend, the student will be required to attend Tutoring Time, Learning Communities, or the Academics First Study Hall.

Due Dates for Late Work-
3rd quarter- March 5
4th quarter- May 21
Tests

Tests are based on information attained from assigned readings, class discussions, notes, activities, and assignments.  Tests are given at the end of each unit and format will vary.  

Test Corrections

Test corrections will be required for each test.  Students may earn up to 10 points for corrections.  Limited time will be given to complete test corrections.  This time will be seen as testing time and will be completed individually.
No food or drink permitted other than bottled water.

