Cost/Benefit Analysis – Vancouver 2010 Olympics
Economics

Breedlove

Introduction:


This year the Canadians are planning on putting on an impressive face to the rest of the world as they host the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, B.C.  However, there are lots of costs associated with putting on the Olympic Games – not all of them financial.  In groups, you are going to research the various costs of the event for the Canadians and determine whether or not the benefits outweigh the costs.

Task:

1. Each person will be assigned a role in the group.  

2. Each member of the group will research the costs of the Vancouver Olympics that are specific to their role and complete the appropriate Cost/Benefit Analysis sheet.

3. After each person completes the Cost/Benefit Analysis sheets the group will meet to discuss the various issues related to hosting the 2010 Winter Olympics.  .

4. Take turns sharing what you have learned.  Briefly describe your point of view and the associated costs and benefits of the Olympics.

5. Have one person act as a recorder to write down the findings.

6. As a group, decide whether the Canadian government made the right decision regarding putting on this enormous event.

7. Share out your decision

Questions to consider:

1. Why would the Canadians undertake such an enormous task?  Are there ulterior motives?  What might they be?

2. According to the proponents of hosting the Olympics, what is the value of hosting the 2010 games for Canada and Vancouver, in particular?

3. According to the opponents of hosting the Olympics, what are the potential pitfalls of hosting the 2010 games for Canada and Vancouver, in particular?

Individual Worksheet

Cost/Benefit Analysis
ENVIRONMENTALIST
Use the internet to answer the following questions to the best of your ability and then complete the Cost/Benefit grid.

1. According to Environmental groups, what are the major issues Canada has to deal with in order to host the Games?

2. What effects will the Olympics have on the environment of Vancouver and Canada?  Briefly explain all you can find.

3. Who will benefit from the environmental actions taken by the Canadian government?

4. As an Environmentalist, do you support the project?  Why or why not?

Individual Worksheet

Cost/Benefit Analysis
ECONOMIST

Use the internet to answer the following questions to the best of your ability and then complete the Cost/Benefit grid.

1. What are the construction costs of the games?  Are the Games within the original budget?

2. How is the project being funded?  Who is affected by this?

3. In what ways will the Canadian economy be affected by the Games?  Consider jobs, tourism, production, etc.

4. Who might benefit the most, economically, from the Games?

5. As an Economist, do you support the Games?

Individual Worksheet

Cost/Benefit Analysis

SOCIOLOGIST
Use the internet to answer the following questions to the best of your ability and then complete the Cost/Benefit grid.

1. How will native Indian populations be affected by the Olympic Games?

2. How might individual families be affected by the project?  List the pros and cons for families.

3. How will the larger community be affected by the Games?  Think about human rights, individual freedoms, social interactions etc.

4. What concerns do other nations have regarding the impact of the Olympic Games on the Canadian people?

5. As a Sociologist, do you support this project?

Individual Worksheet

Cost/Benefit Analysis
POLITICIAN
Use the internet to answer the following questions to the best of your ability and then complete the Cost/Benefit grid.

1. What type of political system does Canada have?  Does this correspond completely with the prevailing economic system?

2. What challenges has the government encountered in hosting the Games?

3. Has there been any international pressure for the Canadians, following the Beijing games of 2008, in terms of delivering a quality Olympics?
4. What are the political motivations for wanting to host the Games?

5. As a Politician, do you support this project?

Group Worksheet

Cost/Benefit Analysis
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