HCAI Research Project
The scenario: 
While on vacation with a group of friends in Great Britain, you decide to spend a day touring the countryside. You drive your rental car outside of the city and enjoy a picnic lunch of fruit and sandwiches on the banks of the Thames. The sun shines down warmly upon your picnic, and very soon the entire group has fallen soundly asleep.


You wake suddenly, disoriented by sleep. The day has drifted into early evening, and the sun now rests bright orange on the distant horizon. One by one, your companions also wake up. As you straighten your drool-soaked shirt and check your belongings, the glimmer of reflected sun suddenly sparkles in your peripheral vision. Is it glass? Metal? You can’t make it out in the dim light. 


You leave your friends and investigate the sparkling object in the distance. Buried in the sand you discover a small box. Mud and wet sand coat its surface, which is badly scratched and weathered. You wipe a streak of mud away with your finger and hold the glass box up so that the dimming sunlight illuminates the surface of the box. You slowly open it. Inside the box, you find… [see your character]
Here’s your research question: what might plausibly be locked inside this capsule? What sorts of objects or artifacts would this person wish to preserve for posterity? Your task is to use the library locate primary sources that will help you (1) understand the lifestyle of the person listed on your sheet and (2) fabricate the time capsule you found buried in the riverbank.  Here are the requirements for this assignment: 

1. Your time capsule must occupy physical space: it must be a box or container of some sort that actually houses the items you wish to include. Likewise, the items you include must also occupy physical space, and must be visible to the naked eye. This means that your time capsule can’t include “polluted air” or “the idea of poverty” or “germs.”
2. It must include items that you feel help to “define” this person’s lifestyle, just as the items one might find in your room partly define your (a teenager’s) lifestyle. Because the objective of this project is to gain passing familiarity with the lifestyle of these people, you may include anything that you feel captures an aspect of that life. If, for instance, you feel housing or work is an important part of your character’s life, you can include a drawing of the type of house or an object that represents your character’s employment. Eyeglasses. A quill pen. A coin purse.  
3. Each item can be represented either literally or symbolically. Is your character married with children? Create a picture. Use a photograph you find online. Is she among the lower classes and, therefore, nervous about finances? Include the wrinkled pound note that she kept hidden in her shoe. Be creative. I’m flexible. If you feel you must include something intangible—an emotion, a fear, or an aspiration—you need to think of a physical object that could represent it. 

4. Your capsule must include a letter from your character. This letter should not only include an appropriate introduction, it must also include an explanation of each item in the box. Think of the motive behind the box and letter: to communicate a “sense of self” into the future. With that in mind, you may well expect the letter to be very personal and written from the point of view of your character. Again, be creative. See the attached requirements for this letter (Appendix B). 
5. Your research must be documented. Note sources of all important information, pictures, everything. I should be able to find anything you have used.

6. You must present your time capsule to the class. The time capsule itself will be due on the next block day. Presentations will follow—three or four per day for a couple weeks.
For the purposes of this assignment, you may assume that all items—including perishables—would be perfectly preserved inside the time capsule. 


Appendix A: character list and time capsule rubric
What follows is the list of characters. The number you received corresponds to your character. As you assemble your character’s “profile” be aware of the other people on this list, and strive to make your time capsule as specific as possible to your character. 


1. A convicted felon

2. A servant in the house of a wealthy factory owner
3. A tailor in a small village
4. A chimneysweep

5. A baroness (and widow)
6. An aristocratic gentleman 

7. A laborer in a workhouse

8. A washerwoman
9. A factory owner 

10. A dressmaker 

11. Member of the clergy 
12. A young child of a wealthy aristocrat
13. A teacher

14. An orphan
15. An attorney or lawyer

_____________________________________________________________________________________

This is what the rubric for the time capsule will look like. Please note, there are separate expectations for both the letter and the presentation. 
Names: 

	Requirements
	Points Possible
	Points

Earned

	Capsule-the physical container is appropriate in appearance and contributes to the characteristics of its creator
	5 pts
	

	10 items – need to be relevant to your character
	10 pts
	

	Items – each item must be relevant and appropriate.  Creativity and appearance will be rewarded
	10 pts
	

	Symbolic/literal representation – items are represented in either format and are clear to the time capsule finder
	5 pts
	

	Overall Cohesiveness – Does everything work together to promote your theme?  
	10 pts
	

	Works Cited – sources for your pictures and information must be cited and included in the capsule
	10 pts
	

	Total
	50 pts
	


Appendix B: Requirements for the letter.

1. Be creative with voice. To the extent possible create a character through your writing. Imagine the person behind the words, and try to make the voice reflect the sort of person you’ve selected. As you do your research, it may be helpful to imagine not abstract groups of people (“blacksmiths” or “members of the English aristocracy”), but individuals (Tom the blacksmith, husband to Eleanor, father of Greg and Sarah; or Sir Arthur Chebblespot, Duke of Engbury, fox hunter and frustrated composer).

2. An introduction. Introduce yourself—name, address, occupation, personal history, and important details that would logically be included in a time capsule. 

3. Identify each of the items inside your time capsule, and explain why you (the character) chose to include that item. Your explanation should reveal not only the item’s purpose or function, but also its significance or importance to you. Again, be creative. 

4. Unity & coherence. The best time capsules, and the letters they contain, will tell a story about a person. To that end, your letter should have a certain “unity,” which is to say that all the items should “go together” and the explanation should lead naturally from paragraph to paragraph. 

5. Grammar & usage. While one can imagine that a blacksmith or orphan or convict would have made usage and grammar errors, you will strive to eliminate them. This is English class, after all. 

	Characteristic
	Points possible
	Requirements for full points

	Introduction
	5
	Includes name, occupation, personal history, and important details that would logically be included in a time capsule

	Each item identified
	10
	Each item identified.

	Each item fully explained
	20
	Explanations reveal not only the item’s purpose or function, but also its significance or importance to you.

	Unity & coherence
	5
	all the items in the letter “go together” and the explanation should lead naturally from paragraph to paragraph

	Voice
	5
	Voice reflects the sort of person you’ve selected. Unique, idiosyncratic, and is noticeably NOT your voice. 

	Grammar & usage
	5
	No typos. No distracting errors. Few unintentional errors.


