BVNHS HCAI Summer Reading Guidelines 
Summer 2011

Students will choose one of the following books to read for their summer reading and will write and present a book talk over their book to their Honors CAI class when school starts.  In addition to reading over the summer, students will be expected to be reading for pleasure throughout the year beyond the assigned reading for class.
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	Title 
	Author 
	RL 
	PG 
	Lexile 

	Acceleration 
	McNamee 
	6.2 
	240 
	670 

	Bless Me, Ultima 
	Anaya 
	6.9 
	304 
	840 

	Chinese Cinderella 
	Yen‐Mah 
	6.8 
	224 
	960 

	The Chosen 
	Potok 
	8.1 
	304 
	970 

	Companions of the Night 
	Vande Velde 
	6.5 
	224 
	870 

	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night‐Time 
	Haddon 
	6.3 
	240 
	1180 

	A Day No Pigs Would Die 
	Peck 
	5.5 
	122 
	690 

	Double Helix 
	Nancy Werlin 
	6.7 
	256 
	690 

	Freaky Green Eyes 
	Oates 
	6.8 
	368 
	810 

	Hoop Dreams 
	Joravsky 
	6.2 
	320 
	800 

	The Hunger Games 
	Collins 
	5.5 
	384 
	810 

	Catching Fire
	Collins
	5.4
	391
	820

	Mockingjay
	Collins
	5.4
	400
	800

	The Last Lecture 
	Pausch 
	9 
	224 
	1100 

	Looking for Alaska 
	Green 
	6.7 
	256 
	930 

	The Lovely Bones 
	Sebold 
	7.1 
	336 
	890 

	My Sister's Keeper 
	Picoult 
	6.8 
	448 
	840 

	Nervous Conditions 
	Dangarembga 
	8.5 
	224 
	1110 

	Perks of Being a Wallflower 
	Chbosky 
	6.1 
	224 
	720 

	Pride and Prejudice 
	Jane Austen 
	9 
	480 
	1100 

	The Punch: One Night, Two Lives, and the Fight That Changed Basketball Forever 
	Feinstein 
	7.1 
	384 
	890 

	So B. It 
	Weeks 
	5.6 
	272 
	860 

	Speak 
	Halse‐Anderson 
	7.1 
	197 
	680 

	Stotan! 
	Crutcher 
	7.1 
	272 
	1020 

	Thirteen Reasons Why 
	Asher 
	4.9 
	304 
	550 

	A Wizard of Earthsea 
	Le Guin 
	6.9 
	183 
	1150 



How is a text’s Lexile measure determined? Lexile measures are based on two well‐established predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend: semantic difficulty (word frequency) and syntactic complexity (sentence length). It is important to remember that the Lexile text measure is an indication of the difficulty level of the text. It is still necessary to consider what subject matter would be appropriate for each student individually. 
Reading Level‐Reading level is an estimate of a book’s difficulty based on selected variables in the text. Students usually move up to higher reading levels as their reading improves but upper‐grade readers pose unique challenges. As they move up, there are fewer books to choose from at higher reading levels. There are some great books written at fifth‐grade level that would be challenging for a high school student, such as Fahrenheit 451 or The Yearling. These students already read well; now they should be well‐read.
