Pre AP Honors Communication Arts II

Blue Valley North High School

Summer Reading Assignment

2011
Dear Freshmen, 

Welcome to HCAII, the Pre-AP course which helps further develop reading and writing skills in order to be prepared for CA APIII.  Knowing that a major focus of the HCAI/CAI course is archetypes, we would like to further your study of this concept and how it relates to historical and societal contexts of the literature we will study throughout the year. 
Our reading selection: The Natural by Bernard Malamud

Directions: As you read, take thoughtful notes.  If you purchase your own copy, mark, highlight, and annotate as you read. Circle vocabulary you don’t understand or have never seen; pose questions you would like to have answered. Respond to your readings personally, academically, and critically. Any and all notes and markings will help you in our first discussions about the book and your first writings in the class.  You must bring these notes to class on the first day.  
On the first day, you will need to turn two assignments:

1) A dialectic journal. Create a three column chart.  On the left side, write textual references of the archetypes you see (include the sentence or phrase and the page number).  On the right side, explain the significance you believe it to have in the book.  Have at least 25 entries that show your understanding of archetypes and how they work within the context of the novel.  This assignment must be typed. 

2) Questions for Further Understanding and Discussion.  On a typed sheet of paper (separate from your dialectic journal), list 5 questions you feel would help yourself and others comprehend the novel with more understanding. These questions should be beyond plot and address Malamud’s purpose in writing this novel.
We look forward to having you in class next year. Enjoy your summer reading.

Sincerely,

Your Pre-AP HCAII teachers.

Here is an unsatisfactory example and an exemplary example of a journal entry:

	Page #
	Passage
	Analysis/Significance

	160
	“Pop’s advice was more practical.  Roy visited the manager in his office after the next (fruitless) game.”


	Pop is Roy’s mentor.  

This is underdeveloped – states the obvious.

	39

	“It’s been blasted dry season.  No rains at all.”
	The dry season, which represents the Knight’s losing streak, is an embodiment of the archetypal wasteland setting.  

This entry shows analysis – much better. 




